Differences in tumor regulatory T-cell localization and activation status impact patient outcome.
The presence of regulatory T cells (Treg) has been described in a large panel of solid tumors. However, their impact on tumor progression differs according to the tumor type analyzed. We recently obtained evidence in breast carcinoma that Treg localized within lymphoid aggregates, but not in the tumor bed, have a negative impact on patients' survival. Moreover, we showed selective Treg recruitment through CCR4/CCL22 in the lymphoid aggregates upon contact with dendritic cells (DC), where they became strongly and selectively activated (ICOS(high)) and block conventional T-cell response. Here, we discuss the meaning and potential implication of these novel findings.